Spooner’s Creek Marina Severe Weather Plan
Purpose
With the well being of Spooner’s Creek Marina as a priority, the following is established and approved by the Marina Board as a guideline for preparing ahead of severe weather.  Severe Weather is to include any weather designated by the National Weather Service as having the potential of a tropical depression or greater in strength. This does not eliminate the necessity for all boaters to remember that spring and winter storms also generate strong winds which may cause damages and should therefore maintain their boat accordingly.

Delegation of Authority


The Marina Board has delegated to the Dock Master full authority to implement this plan.   Using his knowledge and experience as applicable to the existing as well as any forecasted weather conditions, the Dock Master’s responsibility shall be to the marina.  The welfare of any boat shall be the responsibility of the individual boat owner.  The Dock Master shall take steps he deems necessary for the safety of docks and other boats within the marina.  This may include boarding of any boat for the placement of additional lines on any boat within the marina.

MANDATORY EVACUATION  OF  BOATS
All boats shall be removed from Spooner’s Creek Marina prior to the approach of a storm of greater than Category 2 status as determined by the National Weather Service if it should impact Carteret County.  There shall be no exception to this requirement.  It shall be the responsibility of the boat owner for an advanced removal of the boat prior to the potential landfall of any hurricane.   

Make plans now as to where and how you will move your boat to, should the need arise. 

Due to the unpredictable nature of hurricanes it is further recommended that if a storm is categorized with a high Category 2 status the boater should seriously consider moving his boat.

Electrical Power Alert

It is Marina Board Policy that the electricity shall be terminated at the approach of any Category 3 hurricane.  The Dock Master shall determine at what point in time the termination is performed.
Club House

The Club House shall be secured during any category storm and not accessible for renters of slips.  No one but employees and property owners are allowed access into the Club House during storms.  Use of the Club House by anyone for hurricane parties is prohibited by Marina Board Policy.

Gate

The entrance gate shall remain in an open position during any Category storm.

Boat Owner Suggested Check List
It is the responsibility of the boat owner to provide to the marina office the following:   

a)
Proof of liability insurance on any boat he has in the marina.  

b)
Details as to emergency contact information for each boat   (Email, emergency phone number, contact address)

c)
Back-up captain’s information.

d)
A personal hurricane plan which should include details as to the owners intentions for remaining, removal or hauling of the boat.
e) 
Diagram of boat and slip showing lines, fenders, etc. that will be used for reference should the Dock master need to prepare an individual boat for a storm.

The Dock Master shall not accept any incoming boats immediately prior to a forecasted storm (except slip owners who may bring in their personal boat from another location).  (Slip owners shall not rent nor allow their slip to be used with a forecasted storm expected for coastal NC.  No exceptions.)

1
Remove all items from the boat which may be blown overboard or become air borne damaging other boats.  (Items such as chairs & ice chests easily become air borne)

2
Remove all items from the dock and boat deck which are not securely attached in a permanent manner.  Water hoses, filters and any additional such equipment should be removed from the dock pedestal and secured on board.

3
Remove canvas works which may be damaged by winds or become air borne.  

4
Electrical power may be terminated at any time by act of nature or by Board Policy 
a)
Batteries should be charged to their fullest.
b)
Remove perishable food items from refrigerators.
c)
Generators should be readied for probable usage.
d)
Fuel tanks should be filled to maximum (power outages may be long)

e)
Fill water tanks to maximum. 

f)
Expect power spikes, unplug delicate equipment such as TV’s, DVR’s

*
Marina Board Policy requires that the power shall be terminated to all docks prior to the approach of any hurricane classified as Category 3 or higher.

5
LINES should be doubled where possible so that single line failure will not imperil boat, dock or nearby vessels.  Additional lines should be installed if doubling is not possible due to cleat size.    Also, keep in mind that boats and docks will rise together, but lines attached to pilings will need to have enough slack to accommodate the rise and fall of potentially high tidal surge.

6
Any FRAYED LINES will be removed by the Dock Master and replaced at the owners’ expense.  It is the boat owner’s responsibility to maintain good line condition at all times not just during hurricanes.

7
Lower antennas during high winds.

8
Boat owners who are not within the immediate area should contact the Dock Master well in advance of approaching storms if he needs assistance with his boat.  Keep in mind, it is not the marina’s responsibility to secure boat safety.

9
Secure all hatches and windows.

10     Access to your boat.  

In the event of emergency, assure it is possible for the Dock Master to gain access into your boat’s interior spaces such as the engine room.  Arrangements should be made in advance if you do not have someone such as a captain already assigned to your boat.


11
For personal safety, Marina employees shall not venture out onto the docks once winds exceed 40 mph.  We recommend boat owners follow the same policy.  Please, know in advance that your boat is secure.
A Dock (boat lifts) 
Lift dock additional requirements:


1
Smaller boats (A-Dock) should lower canopies and secure to the hull if they are not easily removable.

2
Lift should be raised to its maximum lift position and power at the pedestal turned off.

The Dock Master will raise all boats to maximum height in your absence.

3
Due to the potential of lighter boats catching winds and moving within the cradle, tie down the boat to the cradle or pilings of the finger pier.

4
Be aware that with a tidal surge in excess of five feet your boat may float.  Normal tides at SCM put your boat 4.5 feet from the water.  A Cat 2 storm can surge to six feet here at SCM.    If you have a trailer it is recommended you use it with higher rated Cat 2 storms.  
Keep in mind boat trailers are not allowed to be parked on Shores property;   you must use other options for parking.

5
Hatches, deck plates and cabinet doors should all be secured.

6      Remove all drain plugs.  DO NOT rely on your battery to sustain the bilge pump during 

a storm.
7      Boat must be secured to lift to prevent floating free.
